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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)1^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) ^ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice unde r Ex parte Quavle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^f Claim(s) /4-2.2> is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) |£r Claim(s) IjhQ is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) £3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) (Zl Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PT0-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date ?/3// .03 



4) Q Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 
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Part of Paper No./Mail Date 040504 



Application/Control Number: 10/630,931 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3673 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal 
matters: 

The "cross-reference to related application" on page 2 of the application must be 
updated with appropriate patent numbers. 

A new " abstract " describing the now claimed invention must be provided. 
On page 15, line 11, "Lycra" must be capitalized. 

The specification must be amended to provide clear antecedent basis for the 
"apertures" of claim 21. 

Applicant is invited to submit a PTO 1449, citing references provided in the 
parent applications. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex 
parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The crowed prior art 
of record fails to teach the very specific structure set forth in claim 19, which includes 
the specific attaching means of the flat sheet to the mattress with the aid of a spacer 
(90) and the straps with hook and loop fasteners cooperating with the hook and loop 
fasteners on the opposing ends of the flat sheet. It is noted that many elements of the 
claims are known in the prior art, including spacers (e.g. Torres and Ogata), but there is 
no teaching or suggestion in the crowded prior art to combine such known teachings to 
obtain the very specific structure of claim 19. 
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It is believed that the term "aperture", as used in claim 21 , does not introduce 
new mater, since the straps are disclosed as being "threaded" through the spacer. The 
"threading" inherently provides an antecedent basis for "apertures". 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Alex Grosz at 
telephone number (703) 308-2498. 



Grosz/vs 
April 7, 2004 



